Key indicators: single-crystal X-ray study; T = 298 K; mean (C-C) = 0.010 Å; R factor = 0.089; wR factor = 0.205; data-to-parameter ratio = 13.4.
In the title molecule, C 15 H 13 ClN 2 O, the two benzene rings form a dihedral angle of 5.48 (4) . In the crystal, N-HÁ Á ÁO hydrogen bonds link molecules related by translation along the a axis into chains, which are further aggregated into layers parallel to the ac plane through weak C-HÁ Á ÁO and C-HÁ Á ÁN interactions.
Related literature
For applications of Schiff base derivatives and their complexes, see: Chavan et al. (2011) ; Ray et al. (2011) . For the crystal structures of related compounds, see: Nie (2008) ; Fun et al. (2008) .
Experimental
Crystal data Table 1 Hydrogen-bond geometry (Å , ). Symmetry codes:
Data collection: SMART (Bruker, 2007 ); cell refinement: SAINT (Bruker, 2007) ; data reduction: SAINT; program(s) used to solve structure: SHELXS97 (Sheldrick, 2008 ); program(s) used to refine structure: SHELXL97 (Sheldrick, 2008) ; molecular graphics: SHELXTL (Sheldrick, 2008) ; software used to prepare material for publication: SHELXTL.
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Comment
Schiff bases have various applications in the study of biological processes and in pharmacology (Chavan et al., 2011; Ray et al., 2011) . We report here the crystal structure of the title Schiff base compound (I).
In (I) (Fig. 1) , the bond lengths and angles are normal and comparable to the values observed in similar compounds (Nie, 2008; Fun et al., 2008) . The C═N (C8═N2) bond length in the molecule is 1.270 (7) Å showing the double-bond character. Meanwhile, the dihedral angle between the benzene rings C2-C7 and C10-C15 is 5.48 (4)°.
In the crystal stucture, intermolecular N-H···O hydrogen bonds (Table 1 ) link the molecules related by translation along axis a into chains, which are further aggregated into layers parallel to ac plane through the weak C-H···O(N) interactions (Table 1) .
Experimental
Benzohydrazide (5.0 mmol), 20 ml ethanol and 4-chloroacetophenone (5.0 mmol) were mixed in 50 ml flash. After refluxing 3 h, the resulting mixture was cooled to room temperature, and recrystalized from ethanol, and afforded the title compound as a crystalline solid.
Refinement
All H atoms were placed in geometrically idealized positions (N-H 0.86 and C-H 0.93-0.96 Å) and treated as riding on their parent atoms, with U iso (H) = 1.2-1.5U eq (C,N). Figures   Fig. 1 . View of (I) showing the atomic numbering and 30% probability displacement ellipsoids.
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